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NOTE:  Many of these questions are answered in the Superintendent’s “Return to School Plan” 

which can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaLBh8RQdTQ 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL MODELS & RELATED AREAS 

 
When will Teaneck reopen its schools? 

We have revised our District Calendar to have our schools officially reopen on Tuesday, 

September 8.  The Staff will return on Sept. 1 for four days of professional development.  The 

revised District Calendar is available here: https://www.teaneckschools.org/Downloads/2020-

2021%2012%20Month%20District%20Calendar%20Board%20Approved%20Revision%20July

%2029%202020.pdf 

 

Are the schools going to reopen full-time or part-time?  And if part-time, what are the 

options that are available? 

General Education  

● Teaneck Public Schools will be using the A/B model (alternating four-day hybrid model) 

whereby students will attend school in-person for the full day, for two days per week 

(Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday). 

● Students placed in cohorts to allow for half the school population to participate in face-to-

face instruction, while the other half will learn from home virtually (“live” instruction).   

● Fridays will be used for Google Classroom assignments or assessments 

Special Education 

In accordance with the student's Individual Education Program (IEP) and to the greatest extent 

possible, instruction will be a mix of traditional in-person instruction and remote learning 

opportunities. 

● Students in self-contained (PSD, MD, LLD, BD, & MD) programs (grades preschool 

through post graduate) will receive in-person instruction, full-time, four (4) days with 

social distancing protocols in place 

● Students in practical programs (grades 9 through 12) will receive in-person instruction, 

full-time, four (4) days with social distancing protocols in place 

● Students in the in-class support, pull-out resource support, or replacement programs 

(preschool through grade 12) will receive instruction by the A/B Model  

● Paraprofessionals will assist students via in-person instruction with social distancing 

protocols in place and/or remotely, through the Google Classroom 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaLBh8RQdTQ
https://www.teaneckschools.org/Downloads/2020-2021%2012%20Month%20District%20Calendar%20Board%20Approved%20Revision%20July%2029%202020.pdf
https://www.teaneckschools.org/Downloads/2020-2021%2012%20Month%20District%20Calendar%20Board%20Approved%20Revision%20July%2029%202020.pdf
https://www.teaneckschools.org/Downloads/2020-2021%2012%20Month%20District%20Calendar%20Board%20Approved%20Revision%20July%2029%202020.pdf
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● Related Service Providers will arrange a schedule within the normal school hours for 

services as per the student’s IEP and communicate this schedule to teachers and 

families  

● Fridays will be used for Google Classroom assignments, assessments or Related 

Services 

 

This Reopening Plan remains fluid and will be updated strategically depending on the status of 

the Coronavirus spread in our community and/or the recommendations from the state.  

For more information, please see the Superintendent’s Return to School Plan which can be 

found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaLBh8RQdTQ 

 

Will my child attend physical education classes as they have done in the past?  And if 

not, how do you plan to handle this education requirement? 

Physical Education and Health are mandated by New Jersey Administrative Code. As such, the 

District’s Restart Plan will include the guidance that has been provided by the NJDOE. We plan 

to offer physical education with the following minimum standards in place. 

Students will: 

● Have at least 6 feet of open space between them 

● Use cones, flags, tape, or other signs to create boundaries between groups 

● Wash hands immediately after outdoor playtime of physical activity 

             The district will: 

● Stagger the use of equipment and establish frequent disinfecting protocols 

● Complete an inventory of outdoor spaces (athletic fields, track, green spaces, 

open space, and local parks) and designate zones, use stations, mark off areas, 

floor markers, floor tape, poly spots, etc., to ensure separation among students 

(six feet for social distancing) 

● Consider closing locker rooms to mitigate risk and prohibit students and staff 

from confined spaces with limited ventilation and/or areas with large amounts of 

high contact surfaces.  

○ If not feasible to close, we will stagger use and clean and disinfect 

between use. 

○ Students may be encouraged to wear comfortable clothing and safe 

footwear to school that allows for safe movement and is appropriate for 

the weather in order to participate in physical education without the use of 

a locker room.  

● Mitigate risk, limit and/or eliminate direct contact with equipment (lessons with no 

equipment) and do not allow sharing of equipment. If equipment must be shared, 

clean and disinfect between each use.  

● Designate specific areas for each class during recess to avoid cohort mixing. 

 

What if I am concerned about sending my child/children back to school?  What options 

are available to me?  

Per the NJ Governor’s direction on July 24, 2020, all districts must offer an “All Remote 

Learning Option” for families: 

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200724a.shtml 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaLBh8RQdTQ
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200724a.shtml
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TPS families were sent the "All Remote Learning Option Request Form" (online form) to notify 

the district of their decision to choose Option 2 (All Remote Learning).  The all remote learning 

option must be selected by August 24, 2020.  If the all remote learning option is not selected by 

August 24, the student will be enrolled in the district's hybrid option.  NOTE:  Families will be 

expected to remain with their choice for the full marking period.  At the end of each marking 

period, families will have an opportunity to reevaluate their choice to change their preference. 

 

If the School or District needs to move to a virtual learning environment due to COVID-19 

restrictions (per future orders from the Governor or State or Local Health Departments), 

will my child continue his/her education with the same teacher?  And what are 

attendance expectations? 

 

Under the guidance provided by the New Jersey Department of Education via the The Road 

Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education, districts are required to adhere to and follow 

school district policies for attendance. The Teaneck School District’s policies for attendance will 

account for the different modalities of instruction that may include both synchronous and 

asynchronous instruction. Under the NJDOE’s recommendations for attendance, the Teaneck 

School District will consider creative, flexible solutions as they relate to attendance monitoring. It 

is also important to note that all school districts must meet the 180-day school year mandate. 

Lastly, decisions regarding virtual learning will continue to be guided by P.L. 2020, c.27 and the 

district’s updated emergency closure school preparedness plan.  

 

 

Can the A/B model be adjusted so that not all of the same courses take place in school 

and the same courses take place at home? 

The classes that students take at home and at school are the same. The district is utilizing the 

student’s instructional schedule both virtually and in-district. For example, on a student’s 

schedule calls for language arts, mathematics, social studies and music on a given day, both 

the students at home and the students who are learning virtually will follow this rotation. 

Students who are learning at home do not have a separate or different schedule; they will follow 

their in-district schedule. 

 

With regards to the high school, students will be utilizing the AA/BB model. In this way, students 

do not repeat courses or only see teachers for specific classes. High school students will follow 

their instructional A/B schedule; however, they will be broken up into two groups. Please see the 

example below:  
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Teaneck High School AA/BB Schedule  

Monday  
THS A Day 

Tuesday 
THS A Day  

 Group One  Group Two   Group One  Group Two  

Period 1   
 
 
In - Person  

 
Remote 

Instruction 
following the 
THS A Day 
Schedule 

Period 1 Remote 
Instruction 

following the 
THS A Day 
Schedule 

 
 
 

In - Person 
Period 2 Period 2 

Period 3 Period 3 

Period 4 Period 4 

      

 

Wednesday 
THS B Day 

Thursday  
THS B Day  

 Group One  Group Two   Group One  Group Two  

Period 5   
 
 
In - Person  

 
Remote 

Instruction 
following the 
THS B Day 
Schedule 

Period 5  
Remote 

Instruction 
following the 
THS B Day 
Schedule 

 
 
 

In - Person 
Period 6 Period 6 

Period 7 Period 7 

Period 8 Period 8 

 

 

Will Technology access and support still be available to my child at no cost to the 

parent/guardian?  

Yes, the Technology Department will continue to support the staff and students throughout the 

school year. All staff and students will have chromebooks available to them. Technical support 

will be available in person or you can contact the technology department at 

techhelp@teaneckschools.org while at home. (Please include your child’s name and school 

when submitting a request). We will also provide hotspots to any families who do not have 

reliable internet access at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:techhelp@teaneckschools.org
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SAFETY PROTOCOLS DURING SCHOOL DAY 

 
What safety precautions will the District follow during the school year?  
Our district will follow all safety procedures set-forth from the Governor’s Office, the New Jersey 

Department of Education, and the CDC (Center for Disease Control & Prevention).  These 

include, but are not limited to, social distancing requirements, sanitizing, and wearing face 

masks when required to do so. 

 

The District will be putting the following safety precautions into place: 

1.) Portable Barriers for Student Desks 

2.) Student ID’s for all Students  

3.) Daily Symptoms Tracker 

4.) Hand Washing/Use of Hand Sanitizers   

5.) Safety Guideline flyers will be sent home and posted at schools 

6.) Lockers will NOT be used - therefore we recommend that Middle and High 
school students have rolling book bags 

7.) Minimize student movement to other classrooms 

8.) Depend on Chromebooks and less use of textbooks 

9.) Sanitization Procedures for classrooms, restrooms, and common areas 
 

Which safety precautions will the district provide and which will the parents/guardians 

need to supply for their children. 

The District will provide a Back-to-School Starter Kit for all children which will include a face 

covering and one hand sanitizer. We are asking parents/guardians to make sure to also ensure 

that your child brings hand sanitizer, tissues, and a face covering/mask that is comfortable for 

your child.  Your child’s teacher will provide a complete list for their students. 

 

We are also asking parents/guardians to NOT send your child to school if he or she is sick with 

any cold-like symptoms (e.g. constant runny nose, sneezing, coughing, aching).  If he/she has a 

temperature, the school will be calling you or your designee to pick up your child. 

 

Will my child be required to wear a face mask all day?  

Yes.Per the Governor's direction, all students will be required to wear a face covering at all 

times.  

 

Will the District continue to provide breakfast and lunch to all children?  How will this be 

distributed?  

Breakfast and lunch will be provided daily.  At the end of each day students will have grab and 

go lunch available to take home at the exit.  Also there will be 2 schools providing grab and go 

meals daily for students that are doing virtual learning daily.  
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Will there be any changes to security protocols including visitors to the schools?  

Yes. Dr. Irving included some of these in his “Return to School” Plan during the July 29 Board 

Meeting.  An overview of additional security measures will be available by the end of August 

prior to the start of school.  

 

If the School or District becomes aware of a staff member or student in my child’s school 

has COVID-19, will I be notified? 

The District will follow the guidelines of the CDC and the recommendation of the Teaneck 

Health Department in the event of a positive case or a presumptive positive case in our schools 

or office.  

 

Those who have come in contact with a COVID-19 individuals will be advised to follow the 

guidelines of the Teaneck Health Department. The district will provide information to only those 

individuals that the Health Department identify who have been directly impacted by an incident.  

 

If the School or District decides to close a classroom or school for a period of time due 

to COVID-19 exposure, how will my child/children continue to receive their education?  

Will it be virtual or in another location?  

If in the event of an in-class closure, school-wide, or district closure all learning will be done via 

remote instruction/virtual learning. It should be noted that the possibility of a change in 

scheduling could occur in the event of a district-wide closure.  

 

What will be the protocols around traveling either domestic or internationally and 

the current travel advisories in place regarding designated states with a >10% 

positivity rate over a seven day rolling period? 

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, the State of New Jersey has issued an incoming 

travel advisory that all individuals entering New Jersey from states with a significant 

spread of COVID-19 should quarantine for 14-days after leaving that state.   

Under the 14-day quarantine travel advisory announced by the Governors of New Jersey, 

New York and Connecticut, individuals traveling to or returning to New Jersey from states 

with increasing rates of COVID-19 are advised to self-quarantine for 14 days. This 

includes travel by train, bus, car, plane and any other method of transportation. 

The 14-day quarantine travel advisory applies to travel from certain states identified as 

those that have a positive COVID-19 test rate higher than 10 per 100,000 residents or 

have a 10% or higher positivity rate over a seven-day rolling average ("impacted states.") 

NJ Watch List: https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-

are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey 

What are the requirements for traveling outside the State of New Jersey and will 

instruction be provided to them to quarantine upon return?  

All parents and children that travel outside of the state are encouraged to self monitor all 

the members of their immediate family following the travel to a state or country that is 

currently on the State of New Jersey “watch list” for COVID-19.  

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
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From an inclusion standpoint, will the anti-bullying and related policies be updated 

to address the stigma around a student having to quarantine or returning to school 

after being out to recover after testing positive?  

If students were to tease, harass or stigmatize a student who was quarantined or returned 

to school after testing positive due to COVID-19, The Board of Education authorizes a 

prompt investigation of reports, violations, and complaints of harassment, intimidation, or 

bullying in accordance with the provisions of current law, N.J.S.A. 18A:37-15(b)6, and as 

per policy/regulation, 5512- HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION, AND BULLYING (M).  

Will students need to get tested for COVID-19 prior to school opening and will they need 

any additional testing to take place during the school year? 

Students are encouraged to but will not be required to take a COVID-19 test when returning to 

school. If in the event of an outbreak or cluster of COVID-19, the district may require such a test 

but only after receiving advice from the Teaneck Township Health Department.  

 

What are the procedures that the District will ask the school to follow if a teacher tests 

positive for COVID-19 during the school year?  

The district will follow the guidelines of the CDC and the recommendation of the Teaneck Health 

Department in the event of a positive case or a presumptive positive case in our schools or 

office.  

Those who have come in contact with a COVID-19 individual will be advised to follow the 

guidelines of the Teaneck Health Department. The district will provide information to only those 

individuals that the Health Department identify who have been directly impacted by an incident.  

 

If above happens, what about if a child in that classroom has a sibling in another school?  

The district will follow the guidelines of the CDC and the recommendation of the Teaneck Health 

Department in the event of a positive case or a presumptive positive case in our schools or 

office.  

Those who have come in contact with a COVID-19 individual will be advised to follow the 

guidelines of the Teaneck Health Department. The district will provide information to only those 

individuals that the Health Department identify who have been directly impacted by an incident.  

 

Why are we not using temperature checks for students before the start of the school 

day? 

Temperature checks are not mandatory given the CDC and NJDOE guidelines. As such, 

parents are encouraged to check the daily temperature of their children prior to sending them on 

a bus or to school.   

 

Who are the Safety Officers in the schools - are they police?  How many of them and 

what will they do?  

The Safety Officers are the first line of contact for the schools and buildings within our District. 

The Safety Officers are civilian district employees, serving as support staff who aid in the overall 

safety of the District environment. To ensure best practices for the educational environment, 

Safety Officers are continually trained on Federal, State, and County protocols. 

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5512&search=Anti-Bullying&id=7da42070a501409683bdce41bdcbaaff
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The staffing at each school is determined by the size of the school’s population. As the need for 

adherence to ever-evolving safety protocols increases, the District aims to ensure that at least 

one Safety Officer is located at each school. Safety Officers will assist with school logistics such 

as student arrival, visitor management, package delivery, first line medical / emergency 

assistance, and all other duties that will aid to improve the overall safety of the school 

environment. 

 

What is the District’s recommendation this year with regard to in-school volunteers? 

Our district values all of our volunteers but due to safety precautions, our school principals will 

work with their in-school volunteers to see if they can help to support their school in a virtual 

setting (e.g. reading to or tutoring students from a remote setting). 

 

 

SAFETY PROTOCOLS & OTHER RELATED INFORMATION 

BEYOND THE SCHOOL DAY 
 

 

My child rides the bus to school.  What safety protocols are being put into place?  

All bus staff will wear a face covering. Face covering must be worn by all students who are able 

to do so upon entering the bus. Accommodations for students who are unable to wear a face 

covering should be addressed according to that student’s particular need and in accordance 

with all applicable laws and regulations.  Additional protocols include:  

● To limit possible physical interaction among students, require students to board the 

school bus by filling the back rows first, and then progressing forward. When leaving the 

bus, students should exit in the opposite order. Assigned seating for students will assist 

in ensuring that such practices are followed consistently. 

● Siblings will sit together. 

● Open windows if possible. 

● Clean and disinfect school buses and other vehicles used to transport students at least 

daily, preferably between routes. 

● Drivers should practice all safety actions and protocols as indicated for other staff (e.g., 

hand hygiene, face coverings). 

● Hang signs to reinforce social distancing and hygiene rules. 

 

Will the schools be used for after-school programs and activities? 

With the exception of SACC, they will not be used for other programs at this time.  

 

 

What are the district’s plans with regards to its SACC (before and after school care 

program)?  And if I am interested in this service, how do I register? 

 

The District plans to offer the SACC program beginning Monday, September 14 per the 

elementary or middle school schedule for aftercare hours only. Registration will be online and 
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will require payment through an e-check (debit from a checking or savings account) or by credit 

card.  We will begin the registration process by mid-August.  Please note that SACC will run 

through December 2020 and then we will re-evaluate the program for the second half of the 

school year. Online registration will be promoted via parent email and posts on our website and 

 Facebook page.  For more information, please visit:  

https://www.teaneckschools.org/SACCWRAP.aspx 

      

 

https://www.teaneckschools.org/SACCWRAP.aspx

